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“Performing the music of”

Bela Bartok:Sonata for solo Vio
Performed by Silvian Iticovici
Sergei Rachmaninoff:Preludes from Op. 23
Performed by Hiroshi Taguchi
Robert Schumann:Toccata C Major. Op.7
Performed by Hiroshi Taguchi
Robert Schumann:Sonata for Piano and Violin
Performed by Silvian Iticovici & Hiroshi Taguchi
Haruka Watanabe:Aria Religioso
Performed by Silvian Iticovici & Hiroshi Taguchi
Sergei Rachmaninoff:Vocalise Op.34 No. 14
Performed by Silvian Iticovici & Hiroshi Taguchi

This concert is a celebration of Rikkyo University’ s
135th anniversary.
‘presented by AAJUW and LA Rikkyo Kai
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Laura Vilanova

For many Japan is a high
tech world floating on
history and traditions that
brings many to experience
its culture, food, arts, g
dance, and innumerable treasures. Friends ask me how is
Tokyo, Kyoto, Nara, but I have to remind them that I am
not in Tokyo, that I am living in the Yatsugatake Highlands
in Kiyosato overlooking the Southern Japan Alps, Mt. Fuji,
and the Chichibu Mountains. Let me tell you about a Japan
that you have not visited yet, but that should be on your
travel list.

For the past two years I have been working for
KEEP (Kiyosato Educational Experiment Project.) I have
come to learn the extraordinary history of Dr. Paul Rusch
in Japan and have witnessed his legacy in the day to day
life at KEEP. It was summer when I first arrived and
everywhere I looked there were droves of Japanese walking
around the grounds, visiting the environmental center
enjoying the Seisen—Ryo, eating ice—cream, bird watching,
and enjoying good-old fashion family time. The natural

beauty of this place, with its majestic view of Fuji and
endless blue sky had everyone walking at a slower pace

enjoying conversations, and focusing on what was so
important to Paul Rusch, human relationships

Next I would meet my co-workers, a group of
dedicated Japanese working tirelessly in the day to day
operations of running KEEP and moving forward with
Rusch’ s work and dreams. The work is still based on people
to people exchange. Every person that comes to KEEP is
served and cared for in the same manner Rusch did his work,
one individual at a time. The days at KEEP are long, the
needs of visitors carry on into the night or begin at early
morning with guided walks in the forest. Children at
Forester School are attending their first camp, alone or
with family members, a group of retirees is painting
outside the Farm Shop, a group of ballerinas are
practicing in the main hall, a group from Taiwan is
visiting the VYatsugatake Nature Center to better
understand how they can build a similar facility back home,
and another day at KEEP begins and ends with dozens of
visitors served on a one to one basis. Somehow with a staff
of 88 KEEP manages to meet the needs of all its visitors
many who will be back the following year. Once people
experience KEEP, they continue coming year after year.
This year with the opening of the new International
Training and Exchange Center, which was built with the
purpose of furthering Rusch’ s work, is hosting guests
that are enjoying the lovely hotel facilities and starting
this summer will host conferences and dialogues. Visiting
KEEP is a chance to reconnect with nature, with oneself,
and with others. It’ s a space to pursue different
educational interests but also to learn a very important
history that we all have a duty to promote and safeguard
for future generations

These past two years at KEEP I have worked
alongside the Japanese staff putting in very long hours
and feeling their exhaustion as they wake up every morning
and serve every visitor with a smile. Why do they do it?
Why do I do it? If you come to KEEP you will see the
potential and future Paul Rusch envisioned. If you learn
the history, visit the archives, and then walk around KEEP
you will surely tell others about it, and join KEEP in
furthering Paul Rusch’ s vision. KEEP’ s primary concern
is: What can we do to help bring about world peace? This
is Paul Rusch’ s legacy, he worked towards a sustainable
society, he labored tirelessly to build a living message
for Japan and the rest world. If you are planning to take
a vacation anytime soon, I urge you to come visit us at
KEEP. I promise you one of the most spectacular views of
Mt. Fuji, some of the best ice—cream you have ever tasted,
a feeling of wellness, and the beginning of your
relationship with KEEP.
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